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ORDER OF WORSHIP – 10:00 AM 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP 

CONGREGATIONAL HYMN 

RESPONSIVE READING 

PRAYER & PRAYER LIST 

BAPTISM 

PRAISE & WORSHIP 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

WORSHIP IN GIVING 

SELECTIONS 

SERMON 

PASTOR KENNEDY YOUNG, JR. 

 

INVITATION 

BENEDICTION 



CONGREGATIONAL HYMN 

I WILL TRUST IN THE LORD 

I will trust in the Lord, 
I will trust in the Lord, 

I will trust in the Lord till I die. 
I will trust in the Lord, 
I will trust in the Lord, 

I will trust in the Lord till I die. 
 

I'm gonna treat everybody right , 
I'm gonna treat everybody right , 
I'm gonna treat everybody right , 

I'm gonna stay on bended knee till I die. 
I'm gonna treat everybody right , 
I'm gonna treat everybody right , 

I'm gonna stay on bended knee till I die. 
 

I will trust in the Lord, 
I will trust in the Lord, 

I will trust in the Lord till I die. 
I will trust in the Lord, 
I will trust in the Lord, 

I will trust in the Lord till I die. 
 

I'm gonna stay on bended knee, 
I'm gonna stay on bended knee, 

I'm gonna stay on bended knee till I die. 
I'm gonna stay on bended knee, 
I'm gonna stay on bended knee, 

I'm gonna stay on bended knee till I die. 
 

I will trust in the Lord, 
I will trust in the Lord, 

I will trust in the Lord till I die. 
I will trust in the Lord, 
I will trust in the Lord, 

I will trust in the Lord till I die. 



Responsive Reading – Psalms 126:1-6 

 
(L) 1 When the Lord restored the fortunes of[a] Zion, 

we were like those who dreamed.[b] 
 
(P) 2 Our mouths were filled with laughter, our 

tongues with songs of joy. Then it was said among 
the nations,“The Lord has done great things for 
them.” 

 
(L) 3 The Lord has done great things for us, and we 

are filled with joy. 
 
(P) 4 Restore our fortunes,[c] Lord, like streams in the 

Negev. 5 Those who sow with tears will reap with 
songs of joy. 

 
(ALL) 6 Those who go out weeping, carrying seed to 

sow, will return with songs of joy, carrying 
sheaves with them. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Psalms 126:1-6 × ''Joy and Pain" 
MZLA SUMMER SERMON-SERIES 

 
Thesis: 

When we suffer, we must do it without being bitter, placing our trust in God's 
faithfulness and His promises. 

 
Objective: 

The God who saved me is the God who keeps me. 
 

I. Remembering God’s Faithfulness v. 1-3 
• Recalling past deliverance 1 

• Reveling in shared memories  2 
• Recounting personal testimonies 3 

 
II. Reaching Out to God in Prayerfulness v. 4 

• Acknowledging present struggles 4a 
• Seeking God’s guidance 4b 

• Responding with faith 4c 
 

III. Relying on God in Hopefulness v. 5-6 
• Reaping the joy of faithfulness 5 

• Trusting God’s promises 6a 
• Anticipating a harvest 6b 

 
Kennedy’s KNotes 

 
I. Remembering God’s Faithfulness v. 1-3 

"Regardless of our lack of faith, God remains faithful, as He is unable to deny Himself." 
 

II. Reaching Out to God in Prayerfulness v. 4 
"Prayer is not solely about persuading God to grant our requests. Rather, the primary 

objective of prayer is to foster a greater understanding of God." 
 

III. Relying on God in Hopefulness v. 5-6  
"The strength of our faith is fortified during periods of adversity, as opposed to periods of 

prosperity. The darker the trial, the stronger the trust." 
 
 



We Outside... 
 

I. Remembering God's Faithfulness (v. 1-3) 
- No Cap - 

The psalmist recalls the return from Babylonian exile, describing God's deliverance as so sudden and miraculous that 
it felt like a dream. This unexpected rescue generated corporate laughter and songs. Even the 
surrounding pagan nations recognized that the Lord had moved powerfully on Israel's behalf. 

 
Discussion Question #1: 

• Why does God’s intervention often feel "too good to be true" or dreamlike in the moment of rescue, yet seem 
harder to see in seasons of waiting? 

 
• How does testifying about "great things" God has done change the atmosphere of our communities and impact 

unbelievers around us? 
 

• What specific testimonies (past acts of faithfulness) can you share with someone  today/this week to stir up 
gladness and gratitude today? 

 
II. Reaching Out to God in Prayerfulness (v. 4) 

- No Cap Recap - 
Despite the initial joy of returning to their homeland, the Israelites quickly confronted the devastating reality of a 

ruined city and struggled to rebuild. They move from celebrating past joy to a present plea, asking 
God to restore their fortunes like the "streams in the Negev". These desert streams were seasonal, 

rushing waters that instantly brought dead, dry land to life. 
 

Discussion Question #2: 
 

• Why is it biblically acceptable and theologically sound to experience joy over past deliverance while concurrently 
crying out for rescue in current struggles? 

 
• The Negev desert required a sudden, heavy downpour to survive. What are the "desert areas" in your life that are in 

desperate need of God’s rushing, life-giving restoration? 
 

• How does transitioning from complaining about our circumstances to actively praying for divine restoration 
deepen our interpersonal reliance on God? 

 
III. Relying on God in Hopefulness (v. 5-6) 

- No Cap Recap - 
Pastor Young  shared how the psalmist concludes with a metaphor drawn from ancient agriculture. The farmer who 

plants seed often does so in tears, facing deep anxiety and scarcity. Yet, the pain of planting is 
absolutely necessary to guarantee the joy of the harvest. The tears of the sower are temporary, and 

God promises that persistence in faith will culminate in an overflowing celebration of rejoicing. 
 

Discussion Questions: 
• In what ways does the concept of "sowing in tears" reframe the pain you experience in your personal or 

spiritual life? 
 

• How does the agricultural reality of delayed gratification encourage you to remain faithful in doing good, even 
when you cannot immediately see the fruit of your labor? 

 
• Looking at the promise of returning with "sheaves," how does the New Testament fulfillment of this—seen in 

Christ’s resurrection—secure your ultimate hope and joy? 
 
 



 
 

 
  
 

    
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 




