
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
September 20, 2026 

1300 E. 50th Street, Los Angeles, CA 90011 
323-235-2103 |mtzionla.org 

 



ORDER OF WORSHIP – 10:00 AM 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP 

CONGREGATIONAL HYMN 

RESPONSIVE READING 

PRAYER & PRAYER LIST 

PRAISE & WORSHIP 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

WORSHIP IN GIVING 

SELECTIONS 
 

SERMON 

PASTOR KENNEDY YOUNG, JR. 

 

INVITATION 

BENEDICTION 



CONGREGATIONAL HYMN OF THE MONTH 

LEANING ON THE EVERLASTING ARMS 

1 What a fellowship, what a joy divine, leaning on the everlasting arms; 
what a blessedness, what a peace is mine, leaning on the everlasting arms. 

Refrain: 
Leaning, leaning, safe and secure from all alarms; 
leaning, leaning, leaning on the everlasting arms. 

 
2 O how sweet to walk in this pilgrim way, leaning on the everlasting arms; 

O how bright the path grows from day to day, leaning on the everlasting arms.  
 

Leaning, leaning, safe and secure from all alarms; 
leaning, leaning, leaning on the everlasting arms. 

 
3 What have I to dread, what have I to fear, leaning on the everlasting arms? 
I have blessed peace with my Lord so near, leaning on the everlasting arms.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 Responsive Reading –Luke 15:8-10 
 
(L) 11 Jesus continued: “There was a man who had two sons. 12 

The younger one said to his father, ‘Father, give me my share 
of the estate.’ So he divided his property between them. 

 
(P) 13 “Not long after that, the younger son got together all he 

had, set off for a distant country and there squandered his 
wealth in wild living. 14 After he had spent everything, there 
was a severe famine in that whole country, and he began to 
be in need. 15 So he went and hired himself out to a citizen of 
that country, who sent him to his fields to feed pigs. 16 He 
longed to fill his stomach with the pods that the pigs were 
eating, but no one gave him anything. 

 
(L) 17 “When he came to his senses, he said, ‘How many of my 

father’s hired servants have food to spare, and here I am 
starving to death! 18 I will set out and go back to my father 
and say to him: Father, I have sinned against heaven and 
against you. 19 I am no longer worthy to be called your son; 
make me like one of your hired servants.’ 20 So he got up and 
went to his father. 

 
(P) “But while he was still a long way off, his father saw him and 

was filled with compassion for him; he ran to his son, threw 
his arms around him and kissed him. 

 
(ALL) 21 “The son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against heaven 

and against you. I am no longer worthy to be called your son.’ 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



MZLA STRENGTHENING YOUR CORE SERMON-SERIES 
Luke 15:11-21 × "Turning Points"  

 
Thesis: 

To reach a turning point with God, it is essential - to wholeheartedly 
surrender, accept responsibility for sin, and establish Him as 

the sole authority and supremacy of your life. 
 

Objective: 
When we take one step towards God, He comes running towards you. 

_____________________________ 
 

Absurd Request  vv.11-12 
• Appalled _____________ 12a 

• Divided _______________ 12b 
 

Crushed Reality  vv.13-16 
• went too ____________ 13 

• spent too ______________ 14-15 
• stayed too _____________ 16 

 
Humbled Return  vv.17-20 

• _______________ home 17 
• __________________ home18-19 
• __________________ home 20a 

 
Elated Reception  vv. 20b-24 

• Anticipated ____________ 20b-21 
• Restored _____________ 22-23  
• Celebrated _______________ 24 

 
 
 



We Outside Q+ A 
 

Introduction: 
Welcome to this weekend’s Lifetouch group study. Life is a series of 
moments, choices, and shifts. Some choices lead us away from our 
foundation, while others bring us back to the heart of the Father. In this 
study, based on the sermon "Turning Points," we will walk through the 
familiar yet profound story of the Prodigal Son. This study is designed 
to help us reflect on our personal turning points, our need for God's 
grace, and our responsibility as a community to welcome others' homes. 

 
Point 1: Absurd Request (vv.11-12) 

 
Sermon Points: 

• Appalled _______________ (v. 12a) 
• Divided ________________ (v. 12b) 

 
Q+A: 

 
• In the ancient Near Eastern context, asking for an inheritance early 
was structurally equivalent to saying, "I wish you were dead." How 
does understanding the severity of this insult shift your perspective 
on the radical nature of human sin against God our Father? 

 
• How difficult is it to let younger generations make their own 
mistakes? For the younger generation, how do we honor the wisdom 
of our elders even when we are eager to establish our own 
independence? 

 
• In what practical ways do we sometimes treat God like a cosmic 
vending machine—wanting His blessings, protection, and provision 
without wanting His daily accountability and fellowship? 

 



Point 2: Crushed Reality (vv.13-16) 
 

"Not long after that, the younger son got together all he had, set off for 
a distant country, and there squandered his wealth in wild living. After 
he had spent everything, there was a severe famine in that whole 
country, and he began to be in need..." 

 
Sermon Points: 

• Went too _______________ (v. 13) 
• Spent too ___________________ (v. 14-15) 

• Stayed too _______________ (v. 16) 
 

Discussion Questions: 
 

The young Jewish man ended up longing to eat the food of pigs, and 
animals are considered deeply unclean under Levitical law.  

 
• How does this point to the way sin systematically devalues and degrades 

the image of God (Imago Dei) within us, reducing us to places we never 
thought we would go? 

 
• In our community's history, we have seen loved ones drift into "distant 

countries"—whether through addiction, toxic environments, or emotional 
isolation. How can we, as an intergenerational church family, create a 
culture of transparency where people feel safe sharing their "crushed 

realities" rather than hiding them out of shame? 
 
 

• The scripture notes that "no one gave him anything" (v. 16). When have 
you experienced a moment where the worldly things or worldly 

relationships you relied on completely failed you?  
 

• What did that moment teach you about where your true security lies? 
 
 



Point 3: Humbled Return ( vv.17-20a) 
 

Sermon Points: 
• __________________ home (v. 17) 

• _______________ home (vv. 18-19) 
• ___________________ home (v. 20a) 

 
Q+A: 

 
• Verse 17 says, "When he came to his senses..." True repentance 
(metanoia) involves a radical shift in how we think about God and 
ourselves. How does the son’s rehearsed speech reveal a shift from 
pride to humility, and why is confession to both God ("against 
heaven") and community ("against you") vital for true healing? 
 
 
• How does the legacy and atmosphere of Mount Zion serve as a 
spiritual beacon for our youth who may wander?  
 
• How can we make sure Zion's culture always looks like a place worth 
returning to? 
 
• What is a specific, practical step you need to take this week to 
"return home" in an area of your life where you have drifted from God 
(e.g., your prayer life, your finances, your thought life)? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Point 4: Elated Reception (vv.20b-24) 
 

Sermon Points: 
• Anticipated ________________ (vv. 20b-21) 

• Restored ________________ (vv. 22-23) 
• Celebrated __________________ (v. 24) 

 
Q+A: 

 
• What does the father’s undignified run teach us about Jesus bearing our 
shame to secure our restoration? 
 
• When people walk through the doors of Mount Zion looking for a fresh 
start, do we treat them like "hired servants" who must earn our trust, or 
do we embrace them immediately with the radical hospitality of the 
Father? 
 
• Verse 24 ends with, "And they began to celebrate." Joy is a spiritual 
discipline. How can we as individuals and as a collective church family do 
a better job of intentionally celebrating the spiritual victories, 
testimonies, and turnarounds of the people sitting right next to us in the 
pews? 
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